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From The Pastor 's Pen . . .
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SOME HINDRANCES TO ANSWERED PRAYER

Hymn writer William Cowper (pronounced Cooper) 1731-
1800 once wrote "Satan trembles when he sees the 

weakest saint on his knees". I recently read an article written 
by a Brethren Pastor named Harold S. Martin entitled Some 
Hindrances To Answered Prayer in which he shares some 

insights into why "we fail to get an answer to the cries of our 
heart." He goes on to write, "There are certain hindrances 
which frequently cause God to withhold the requests we 

ask."

They are:
(1) Asking from a selfish motive: James 4:3 "You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it 
on your pleasure". If we pray simply for the gratification of 
self and for the satisfaction of our own pleasures we ask 

wrongly. If we ask from a selfish motive instead of the Glory 
of God He does not promise to give our request.

(2) A General indifference toward the Bible: Psalm 28:9 
"One who turns away his ear from the hearing of the law 

even his prayer shall be an abomination". How can anyone 
who is not interested in the Bible, who fails to read it, whose 

heart is turned away from it, how can that person ever 
please God in Prayer? Jesus says, "If … my words abide in 
you, you will ask what you desire and it will be done for you" 

(John 15:7)

(3) An unforgiving spirit toward others: Mark 11:25 "And 
whenever you stand praying if you have anything against 
anyone, forgive him that your Father in Heaven may also 
forgive your trespasses." It is mere folly (writes Martin) to 

expect God to answer our prayers if at the same time we are 
cherishing wrath and bitterness in our hearts toward others.

(Continued page  8)
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Are You Sure You Are On The Right Road?

Back in 1940, Dr. Charles Fuller announced that he would preach 
on heaven the next Sunday. An older man who was quite il l wrote 

him a letter and told him about his illness.

"Next Sunday you are going to talk about heaven, I am interested in the that Land, because I 
have held a clear title there for over 55 years. I did not buy it. It was given to me 'without 

money and without price.' But the donor, Jesus Christ, purchased it for me at a tremendous 
sacrifice. I am not holding it for speculation, because the title is not transferable. It is not a 

vacant lot."

"For more than half a century, I have been sending out materials with which the greatest 
Architect and Builder of the universe has been building a home for me. It will never need to 
be remodeled or repaired, because it will suit me perfectly and will never grow old. Termites 
will never undermine its foundation, for it rests upon the Rock of Ages. Fire cannot destroy 
it. Floods cannot wash it away. No locks or bolts will ever be placed upon its doors, for no 
vicious person can ever enter that land where my dwelling stands, now almost completed 

and ready for me to enter in and abide in peace eternally without fear of being ejected."

"There is a valley of deep shadows between the place where I live in California and that 
place to which I shall journey in a very short time. I cannot reach my home in the City of 

Gold without passing through this dark valley; but I am not afraid, because the best friend I 
have ever had, my Saviour, went through the same valley long, long ago and drove away all 
the gloom. He has stuck with me through thick and thin since we first became acquainted, 

and I hold His promise in printed form never to forsake me or leave me as I walk through the 
valley of shadows, and I shall not loose my way when He is with me."

" I hope to hear your sermon on heaven next Sunday, but I have no assurance that I shall be 
able to do so. My ticket to Heaven has no date marked for the journey, no return coupon and 
no permit for baggage. Yes, I am all ready to go, and I may not be here when you are talking 

next Sunday evening; but I shall meet you there someday through the riches of grace in 
Jesus Christ."

The old man has gone to his new home in heaven, and so has Dr. Fuller. I'm sure they've 
already met in the presence of the Saviour!

That brings me to say this: Are you prepared to meet the Lord? Have you trusted Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour? Remember, He came to redeem, but your will must be submissive, 
and you must receive Him. He died upon the cross to save you. He shouted, " It is finished!"  

He died that you might live. Come to Him now.

Reprinted from "Back To The Bible."
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Missionary Outreach

Amwell Church of the Brethren supports many Missionaries. Not only do these people and 
organizations count on our financial support they greatly depend on our prayers and encouragement. 
Please send them a card or letter to let them know you care.

HAVE YOU MET ................SUE PIERMAN?
A lovely ray of sunshine in our church family  is Sue Pierman.  A 

lady of few words but many deeds and actions, Sue adds a special 
warmth to our congregation. Sue (nee Snyder) was born near 

Reaville and has remained in the immediate area all her life. One 
of 2 children, she says she was in Sunday School as a child but 

never really heard the Salvation Message until she came to Amwell some 20+ years 
ago. Her introduction to Amwell started with an invitation by Barbara Waldron to bring 

her children to VBS. She also started to bring her children to Sunday School and 
Church and got to know The Lord more personally. Being the mother of Charles III, 
Stephanie and Michael has really kept her busy; but she is quick to note she was a 

quiet and unassuming gal until she met and married Charlie 25 years ago!!  Sue 
spends her day being a busy wife, mother and private gardner of a nearby estate. Her 
love of plants and flowers shows in her work. In rare spare time she keeps busy with 

her own garden, crocheting, watching old movies and reading.Sue is involved in some 
special ministries here at Amwell... she is a faithful member of the Tuesday Team (a 

visitation ministry to the residents of Hagedorn Hospital). She also has taught Vacation 
Bible School for many years. Sue finds fellowship as a member of the Busy Bees.  

With so much going on in her life, Sue still finds the strength and energy to share her 
time and talents and we at Amwell are blessed to call her one of our own.

Rev. Leon &  Lorraine Dillinger
C/O UFM International
Box 306
Bala-Cynwyd, PA 19004

Rev. &  Mrs. Edwin Martinez
C/O OC International
PO Box 36900
Colorado Spr ings, CO 80936

Rev. &  Mrs. Benjamin Meney
Box 87
Williamsburg, KY 40769

Mrs. Ruby Simek
Box 71
Ferguson, KY 42533

  
Word of L ife
Dave &  Jane Van -Camp
1233 Meryln St
Lakeland, FL 
33813

Word of L ife
Dave Huizing
401 N. Howell Ave.
Riverhead, NY 11901
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MARANATHA NEWS BRIEFS

Most U.S. Children Still 
L ive With Both Parents 

( COMPASS) --Despite the public perception that single-parent households are becoming the norm in 
America, seven out of 10 children under the age of 18 still live in two-parent homes, according to the U.S. 

Census Bureau. 

However, 30 percent of America's children live with one parent, most often a mother. Children living in 
single-parent homes are five times more likely to live with their mothers than with their fathers, according 
to census data.  The percentage of children living at home with two parents has decreased slightly over the 

last decade, to 69 percent in 2002 from 73 percent in 1991. 

The statistics are drawn from a new Census Bureau report, "Children's Living Arrangements and 
Characteristics," released this summer

Among children with two parents in the home, 97 percent had at least one parent active in the labor force 
and 62 percent had two parents active in the labor force. 

Stay-at-home mothers were 56 times more prevalent than stay-at-home dads, although 1.5 million children 
lived in households with stay-at-home dads. Only a fourth of those dads, however, said they were at home 

primarily to care for the family. In 2002, 18 percent of children lived in households with stay-at-home 
mothers, including 31 percent of children who were in two-parent households. 

© 2003 Associated Baptist Press 
© 2003 Maranatha Chr istian News Service
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DISCIPLESHIP
Read John 14:27

“The March King,” John Philip Sousa, heard an 
organ grinder play his march, The Stars and 

Stripes Forever, drowsily.
He ran from his hotel room, seized the handle, 
turned it briskly, and said, “That’s the way to 

play my march.”
The next night Sousa heard him play it 

vigorously. Going to him he saw a sign that 
read, “Pupil of John Philip Sousa.”

Is your belief and behavior so Christlike that 
you can print under your name, Pupil of the 

Lord Jesus Christ?
Jesus said, “Whosoever doth not bear his 
cross and come after Me, cannot be My 

disciple.”
Prayer: Help us, Father, to take up our 

cross, and follow Thee; to be so pure in 
heart that we may see Thee; to be so 

faithful unto death that we may receive the 
crown of life; to live so close to Thee that 
we may enjoy Thy presence and power: in 

the name of Jesus. Amen.
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From the kitchen of ...  ESTELLE SAUNDERS

 BE-GOOD-TO-FATHER-DINNER   AKA   OVEN -BARBECUED STEAKS

    3LBS  BEEF ROUND STEAK, 3/4" THICK **   1 TBLS  BROWN SUGAR
 2 TABLESPOONS SALAD OIL **  1 TABLESPOON PREPARED MUSTARD

 3 TABLESPOONS INSTANT CHOPPED ONION **   1 TBLS  WORCESTERSHIRE       
3/4 CUP CATSUP  * *       1/2 TEASPOON SALT **  3/4 CUP WATER                                        
        1/8 TEASPOON PEPPER **  1/2 CUP VINEGAR

Cut meat into 10 serving pieces (or buy already cut in economy packs)  In a large 
skillet, brown meat in oil over medium heat;  remove meat to a Dutch oven.  Add 

remaining ingredients to skillet; simmer 5 minutes.
Pour the catsup mixture over the meat.  Cover; bake 2 hours or until the meat is 

tender at 350 degrees.
I use an old iron pot, but you can use a crock pot. You have to figure out how 

long for the  individual pot.  But it should be slow cooked!        

Nothing fancy but it is really good and you can cut it with a fork.  Serve it with 
scalloped potatoes or vegetable casserole and some pumpernickel bread.  YUM!
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 At  a cer t ai n col l ege,  t her e was a pr of essor  wi t h a r eput at i on f or   
bei ng t ough on Chr i s t i ans.  I n t he f i r s t  cl ass ever y semest er ,  he asked  

i f  anyone was a Chr i s t i an and pr oceeded t o degr ade and mock t hose who 
pr of essed t hei r  f ai t h.  

One semest er ,  he asked i f  anyone was a Chr i st i an and i n r esponse,  a 
young man r ai sed hi s hand.  The pr of essor  asked,  " Di d God make 

ever yt hi ng,  young man?"  " Yes,  he di d si r . "  t he young man r epl i ed.  The 
pr of essor  r esponded,  " I f  God made ever yt hi ng,  t hen God made evi l .  And,  
i t  f ol l ows,  t hat  i f  we can onl y cr eat e f r om wi t hi n our sel ves,  t hen God 

must  be ev i l . "  
The st udent  di dn' t  have a r esponse and t he  pr of essor   was happy t o 

have once agai n pr oved t he Chr i s t i an f ai t h t o be a myt h.  Then anot her  
man r ai sed hi s  hand and asked,  " May I  ask you somet hi ng,  s i r ?"  

      " Yes,  you may, "  r esponded t he pr of essor .  The young man st ood up 
and sai d,  " Si r ,  i s t her e such t hi ng as col d?"   " Of  cour se t her e i s ,  

what  k i nd of  a quest i on i s t hat ? Haven' t  you ever  been col d?"   
      The young man r epl i ed,  " Act ual l y ,  s i r ,  col d does not  ex i s t .  What  

we consi der  t o be col d,  i s  r eal l y  onl y t he absence of  heat .  Absol ut e 
zer o i s  when t her e i s  absol ut el y  no heat ,  but  col d does not  r eal l y  

ex i s t .  We  have onl y  cr eat ed t hat  t er m t o descr i be how we f eel  when 
heat  i s  not   pr esent . "  

      The young man cont i nued,  " Si r ,  i s t her e such t hi ng as dar k?"  Once 
gai n,  t he pr of essor  r esponded " Of  cour se t her e i s . "  And once agai n,  t he 

st udent  r epl i ed " Act ual l y,  si r ,  dar kness does not  ex i s t .  Dar kness i s 
r eal l y  onl y  t he absence of  l i ght .  Dar kness i s onl y  a t er m man devel oped 

t o descr i be what  happens when t her e i s  no l i ght . "  Fi nal l y,  t he young 
man asked,  " Si r ,  i s  t her e such t hi ng as ev i l ?"  The pr of essor  r esponded,  

" Of  cour se.  We have r apes,  mur der s,  and al l  sor t s of  vi ol ence 
ever ywher e i n t he wor l d,  t hese t hi ngs ar e evi l . "   The st udent  r epl i ed,  

" Act ual l y ,  s i r ,  ev i l  does not  exi st .  Evi l  i s  s i mpl y t he absence of  God.  
Evi l  i s a t er m man devel oped t o descr i be t he absence of  God.  God di d 
not  cr eat e evi l .  Evi l  i s  s i mpl y t he st at e wher e God i s not  pr esent ,  

l i ke col d wi t hout  heat  or  dar kness wi t hout  l i ght . "  
      The pr of essor  had not hi ng t o say.
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            DON'T FORGET OUR CHILD OF COMPASSION   HELEN

YOUR DONATIONS WILL ALLOW THIS CHILD TO BE THE CONTINUING RECIPIENT OF 
QUALITY MEDICAL CARE AND THE SUPPLIES SHE NEEDS TO GROW HEALTHY AND 

STRONG IN THE LORD.
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OCTOBER, 2003 
• Morning Star Craft Group Meets Every Tuesday @ 9:30 AM
•   Olympians and Teen Youth Group  Friday  Evenings                                            

     (See Michelle DiSalvio)
• 2   Busy Bees @ 7:30 PM In The Annex
• 4  MARRIAGE EXCURSION CONTINUES (See George Hettman)
• 8  BIBLE STUDY RESUMES at 7:15 
• 12 MEMBERSHIP CLASSES BEGIN
• 16  Thursday Noon Group @ 11 AM (Place TBA)
• 16 Thursday Evening BUSY BEE AUCTION @ 6:30 PM
• 19  Mission Sunday Scheduled
• 19 LOVE FEAST (PLEASE ATTEND THIS EVENING SERVICE)

NOVEMBER, 2003
• Morning Star Craft Group Meets Every Tuesday @ 9:30 AM
• Olympians and Teen Youth Group  Friday Evening (See Michelle  DiSalvio) 
• Wednesday Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:15 PM
• 6  Busy Bees @ 7:30 
• 20  Thursday Noon Group @ 11AM  
• 16  Mission Sunday
• 23 COMMUNION SUNDAY
• 26 THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE (NO BIBLE STUDY)
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KIND DEEDS             
  submitted by   

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

During the waning years of the depression in a small Idaho community, 
I used to stop by Mr. Miller's roadside stand for farm fresh produce 

as the season made it available. Food and money were still extremely 
scarce and bartering was used extensively.  

One day Mr. Miller was bagging some early potatoes for me. I noticed a 
small boy, delicate of bone and feature, ragged but clean, hungrily 

appraising a basket of freshly picked green peas. 
 

I paid for my potatoes but was also drawn to the display of fresh
green peas. I am a pushover for creamed peas and new potatoes. 
Pondering the peas, I couldn't help overhearing the conversation 

between Mr. Miller and the ragged boy next to me.
"Hello Barry, how are you today?" 

"H'lo, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank ya. Jus' admirin' them peas ...sure look good." 
"They are good, Barry. How's your Ma?" 

"Fine. Gittin' stronger alla' time." 
"Good. Anything I can help you with?" 

"No, Sir. Jus' admirin' them peas." 
"Would you like to take some home?" 

"No, Sir. Got nuthin' to pay for 'em with." 
"Well, what have you to trade me for some of those peas?" 

"All I got's my prize marble here." 
"Is that right? Let me see it." 

"Here 'tis. She's a dandy." 
"I can see that. Hmmmmm, only thing is this one is blue and I sort of 

go for red. Do you have a red one like this at home?" 
"Not zackley ... but almost." 

"Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home with you and next trip 
this way let me look at that red marble." 

"Sure will. Thanks Mr. Miller." 
 

Mrs. Miller, who had been standing nearby, came over to help me.
With a smile she said, "There are two other boys like him in our

community, all three are in very poor circumstances. Jim just loves to
bargain with them for peas, apples, tomatoes, or whatever. When they come

back with their red marbles, and they always do, he decides he doesn't
like red after all and he sends them home with a bag of produce for a

green marble or an orange one, perhaps."
I left the stand smiling to myself, impressed with this man. A short 

time later I moved to Colorado but I never forgot the story of
this man, the boys, and their bartering. 

Several years went by, each more rapid that the previous one.
Just recently I had occasion to visit some old friends in that Idaho 
community and while I was there learned that Mr. Miller had died.

(continued next page)
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(CONTINUED)
They were having his viewing that evening and knowing my friends

wanted to go, I agreed to accompany them. 

Upon arrival at the mortuary we fell into line to meet the relatives 
of the deceased and to offer whatever words of comfort we could.

Ahead of us in line were three young men. One was in an army uniform
and the other two wore nice haircuts, dark suits and white shirts ... all

very professional looking. 

They approached Mrs. Miller, standing composed and smiling by her
husband's casket. Each of the young men hugged her, kissed her on

the cheek, spoke briefly with her and moved on to the casket. Her
misty light blue eyes followed them as, one by one, each young man

stopped briefly and placed his own warm hand over the cold pale hand in
the casket. Each left the mortuary awkwardly, wiping his eyes. 

 
Our turn came to meet Mrs. Miller. I told her who I was and mentioned 
the story she had told me about the marbles. With her eyes glistening, 

she took my hand and led me to the casket. 
 

"Those three young men who just left were the boys I told you about. 
They just told me how they appreciated the things Jim "traded" them. 
Now, at last, when Jim could not change his mind about color or size 

... they came to pay their debt." 
 

"We've never had a great deal of the wealth of this world," she 
confided, "but right now, Jim would consider himself the richest man 

in Idaho." 
 

With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless fingers of her deceased 
husband. Resting underneath were three exquisitely shined red marbles. 

Moral: We will not be remembered by our words, but by our kind deeds

�
� �

� �
� �

� �
�

�
� �

� � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � �

�
� �

� �
� �

�

�
� �

� �
� �

� �
�

� � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � �



Page 11

News of the Church of the Brethren
Taken from the Brethren website at brethren.org

BRETHREN BITS
Vandals caused significant damage at Camp Swatara in Atlantic Northeast District late  August, 

emptying 11 fire extinguishers in three buildings and breaking two windows in a camp van.

The Brethren Revival Fellowship/Brethren Volunteer Service unit holding orientation at the camp 
that week was also affected, with extinguishers sprayed in three of the group's cars. The camp's 

safe was taken from the office, but the thieves were unable to open it, and it was recovered with no 
money lost.

"It's the biggest mess I've seen since I've been here," Camp Swatara administrator Marlin Houff 
said. He said the total insurance loss would reach five figures, but most of it should be covered.

The camp, located in Bethel, Pa., lost only one retreat group over Labor Day weekend as a result of 
the vandalism, as volunteers quickly responded to clean up the mess. Houff said he made a few 

phone calls the day after the incident and soon had 27 people from five area congregations working 
to put things back to normal.

"People just came out of the woodwork," Houff said. "That's the Brethren for you. When there is a 
need, they really come. They really respond."

**************************************************************************************************************
The General Board made three new grants from its Emergency Disaster Fund early September, 

ending a combined $35,000 to locations in the United States and Asia.

The largest of the three, for $15,000, will support a Church World Service (CWS) project in 
Pakistan. Heavy rain and flooding in late July destroyed more than 47,000 homes in the central 

Asian nation and resulted in more than 160 deaths. CWS, which has had a long-term presence in 
Pakistan, will use the funds to assist 2,000 families living in temporary camps with food packages, 

cooking utensils, and health kits.

A $10,000 grant will go to the Philippines, where a series of typhoons and tropical storms this 
spring and summer destroyed more than 10,000 homes and damaged nearly 35,000 others. An 

estimated 172,000-plus families were affected. Action by Churches Together (ACT) is working with 
local partner the National Council of Churches in the Philippines to provide aid. Funds will assist 

families with immediate needs including food, clothing, sleeping mats, blankets, and medical 
assistance.

The final allocation, also for $10,000, will deliver additional aid to long-term flood recovery work in 
West Virginia. The money will help to cover unmet needs for an estimated 1,040 families who have 

exhausted available public assistance.

Eighteen grants have been made from the Emergency Disaster Fund in 2003.
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                      CASSETTE MINISTRY

See George Hettman after  service for  a cassette of Sunday sermons.
They are great for  listening while in the car , after  deciding there is 

only garbage on TV or  for  shar ing with fr iends. 
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                   Dorothy’s Unique Treasures by Dorothy Kamaras                            
                                                    609-585-9049

                          Quilts, tote bags, Children’s cloth books, Aprons (all kinds),                  
                   table runners all sizes. Prices range from $10 and up. 

                                                                      (All Hand Quilted) 

  BARBARA WALDRON,  INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT
LONGEBERGER BASKETS

Handcrafted baskets, wrought iron, pottery and 
fabric  accessories

908-782-6206

 

C ustom  B ui lt C omputers 
  

R epairs  U pgrades -  N etw ork ing    

JO H N  V . C A I M A N O    

JO H N  V . C A I M A N O    

Phon e: 7 32 - 43 8 - 91 47 
                9 08 - 28 4 - 22 58 
  

N eed  your  computer repaired  fast and   
done r ight th e f ir st ti m e? 

  

T ypi cal Ser vic e  I ncl ud es   
�  M em or y U pgrad es     
�  H ard  d ri ve  in stal la ti on      
�  T ro ub l esh oot in g  and    
    d iag n ost ics     

�  M ai ntenan ce     
�  New  sy stem s   in stal la ti on      
�  C om p onen ts  i nstall at io n   

(f l opp y , CD  an d  D V D  i nst al l,   
soun d  an d  vi deo  card s)   

�  Netw ork i ng    
�  Co n sul ti ng    
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YOU ARE NEEDED
WHO: YOU!

WHAT: CHURCH MINISTRIES
WHEN: NOW!

WHERE: AT AMWELL, AT HOME AND AT WORK  
WHY: BECAUSE THE LORD INSTRUCTED YOU!

HOW: DIG IN! DO IT! ASK THE PASTOR AND DEACONS! OPEN YOUR BIBLE! GO TO GOD'S 
THRONE ON YOUR KNEES!
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People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered

                              �  ! " # $ % & ' % ( ) * + , ) +

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives

                             - % . # * / ) * + , ) +

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies

                             0 1 2 2
% % / ) * + , ) +

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you
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What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight

                     -
1
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If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous
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The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow
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Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough
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You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God
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