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· Pastor Robert DiSalvio
(609) 397-4842

· Deacon Chairman George Hettman
(609) 466-3554

· Deacon John Caimano
(908) 284-2258

· Deacon Robert Hughes
(732) 780-3398

· Deacon Jeff Kiskurno
(215) 968-5584

From The Pastor 's Pen . . .
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On our 33rd anniversary (November 30, 2001) Jean and I 
(along with Tim and  Lauren) were seated in an examination 
room awaiting Dr. Blankstein's assessment of lab results of 
a bone marrow biopsy taken two weeks earlier. My white 

blood cell count was very low (1.2 on a scale in which 
normal is between 6 - 10).

The tests results showed I had a rare form of Leukemia 
called Hairy Cell Leukemia (HCL). I immediately told the 
doctor to shave the cells so I could get about my normal 
routine. HCL, while rare, is highly treatable, requiring one 

treatment of chemotherapy (7 day duration) and many 
weeks of isolation (for safety sake).

All that was done, and while I must undergo another bone 
marrow biopsy, I can report as of January 3rd, my white 

count is up to 2.3. For which I praise God!!!
Cancer strikes so many people, and as we've seen, it can 

do a lot of terrible things. May I share with you some things 
cancer can NOT do:

• Cancer can not separate you form the Love of God
• Cancer can not take away the Holy Spirit within you

• Cancer can not steal your salvation
• Cancer can not weaken the POWER OF PRAYER

• Cancer can not diminish hope
• Cancer can not destroy your testimony

• Cancer can not take away the love of your family and 
friends

When you realize all this, there is another thing cancer can 
not do: MAKE YOU A VICTIM.

It has been said you don't know your true friends until you 
really need them. If that is the case, HAVE I GOT 

FRIENDS!!!!!!!!!  Between family and friends, I received 
phone calls (some while folks were even on vacation), my 
Mom has called every day from Florida, I received dozens 

and DOZENS of GET WELL CARDS ....two from the Halifax 
Church signed by the whole congregation! People sent 

many gifts (including a chocolate church which was beautiful 
to look at AND tasted even better!). 

Continued page 9
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Blanche's Corner
by 
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 " Acts in August"

Eight baptisms in Schwarzenau, 
Germany, in August 1708 were illegal 
acts that demonstrated the courage of 

the first Brethren to defy the state 
churches and be true to their beliefs as 

ANABAPTISTS and PIETISTS.
It was early August in the year 
1708; the site was a tiny village 

called Schwarzenau (Black 
Meadow) in the modest 

principality of Wittgenstein in 
central Germany. Five men and 

three women gathered in the early 
morning along the Eder Brook to 

perform and illegal act. Their 
intent? To carry out an 

unauthorized series of baptisms. 
Under imperial law, such 
"rebaptisms" were capital 

offenses. Understandably, there 
were no witnesses to their 

dangerous undertaking nor any 
written record kept of it. Yet this 

daring action of civil 
disobedience signaled the 
emergence of a religious 

movement that in time grew to 
considerable size and wide 
spread, indeed, world wide 

involvement.
In 1700 there were three official 
churches in the German state - 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and 

Reformed. These were state 
churches, which means they were 
integral parts of the government 
and subject to political control. 

There were no tolerance of 
dissent.

Dissenters were subject to 
banishment or punishment if 
caught. The most numerous 

among them were anabaptists; 
they had originated in several 

places in the 16th century 
especially Switzerland, Southern 

Germany and the Low Countries. 
They rejected the state church and 

its coercion in affairs of faith, 
maintaining stoutly the 

revolutionary principles of 
religious freedom and 

voluntarism.
Anabaptists stressed the necessity 
of strict ethical lives, using church 

discipline to keep their ranks 
unspotted by open immorality. 

One of their basic tenets was that 
Christian faith must be 

demonstrated in daily living. 
Despite the exemplary conduct of 

most Anabaptists , they were 
condemned as heretics and 

harshly suppressed.
Along with Anabaptism, their 
rose to prominence in German 

church life the movement known 
as Pietism. Among the tenets 

stressed by Pietists were: more 
Bible study, more lay activity, 

practice Christianity in daily life, 
freedom in religious matters, 

reform of theological training, and 
more edifying preaching instead 

of rhetoric about dogmatic issues.
Who was to baptism them? They 
called upon Alexander Mack to 

perform this, as he was their 
leader in teaching the Word. 
Mack, however, considered 
himself unbaptized and first 

needed to be baptized correctly 
before he could baptize others. 

The Mennonites were a possible 
source, for they practiced baptism 

of adult believers, but they 
practiced baptism by  pouring. 
The Schwazenau eight were 

convinced through the study of 
scripture and church history that 

threefold immersion was the 
Apostolic mode.

After fasting and prayer, they 
drew lots to see which brother 

would baptize Mack. They went 
to the clear waters  of Eder Brook 

one summer morning of 1708. 
The brother chosen  immersed 
Mack, who baptized the rest. 

They promised never to reveal 
who had performed the first 

baptism so that no one could call 
them by that person's name. They 
left no record of the month or day 

but early records reveal that it 
took place sometime during the 

first two weeks of August.
News of the illegal baptism and 
rapid church growth did not go 

unnoticed by the rulers of 
surrounding territories. They were 
indignant at Heinrich Albrecht for 

permitting religious dissent. 
Albrecht resisted all charges they 

brought against him, however, 
defending the brethren and other 
settlers as quiet-living devote folk 

who did not deserve criminal 
treatment. Fortunately for the new 

Brethren, the imperial 
bureaucracy was so ponderous 

that officials did not get around to 
investigating the charges until ten 

years latter. By that time, the 
Brethren had left the 
Schwarzenau area.

In the wake of the Schwarzenau 
baptisms, a number of 

congregations were established by 
the zealous Brethren, including 
Wittgenstein area, Marienborn 
area, Lower Rhine Area, the 
Netherlands, the Palatinate, 

Hamburg-Altona, and 
Switzerland. The acts in August 

1708 , far from being merely one-
time steps taken by a tiny group 

of separatists, were the beginning 
of a new church, still known 300 

years later as The Brethren.

Except from 1996 Messenger 
Adapted from Fruit of the Vine: A 

History of the Brethren, 1708-1995 by 
Donald F. Durnbaugh  
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Missionary Outreach

Amwell Church of the Brethren supports many Missionaries. Not only do these people and organizations 
count on our financial support they greatly depend on our prayers and encouragement. Please send them 
a card or letter to let them know you care.
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These four handsome men are the hard-working Deacons at 
Amwell Church of the Brethren. They are willing to do The 
Lord's work at a moment's notice. Each had a special calling 
to serve in a unique circumstance. Most of their efforts go un-
noticed and un-rewarded. Yet they continue to toil endlessly 
to further Christ's Kingdom on Earth. Make sure you give 
these men a hug or a pat on the back. They aren't asking for 
it but they surely deserve one.

John Caimano: Married to his beautiful bride Lorraine since 1972. They are the parents of John Jr. and Gina. 
Granddaughter Jenna is the light of their lives. If not busy with coins or photography, John earns his living in sales. 
He  tells us about his call to the position of Deacon: Just a natural progression in leadership and devotion to the 
Kingdom, staring as youth leader, then trustee.
George Hettman Sr:George has been married to his lovely  wife Carol almost 31 years. They are the parents of 
George Jr and are the grandparents of 4 precious grandchildren. George spends his day as a caretaker for the 
Gallop family.Rare free time is enjoyed hunting, babysitting and woodworking. He is chairman of the Deacon Board 
and says he was called to the Deacon board in 1982 by Pastor Landis and Bob DiSalvio.
Jeff Kiskurno:Jeff has been married to  his pretty better half Cindy for 21 years. They are the parents of 3 terrific 
sons Ryan, Scott and Brandt. Jeff works hard in sales for Benjamin Moore. Spare time seems elusive for Jeff but 
what he can muster, he likes to spend outdoors. He tells us that to be a Deacon takes much prayer and searching. 
There are interviews, meetings and then a congregational vote to get the ball rolling. The nominated Deacon serves 
a year internship before final decisions are made for a life time of service to the Lord.
Robert Hughes: In 1978 Bob was smart enough to marry his wonderful wife Margaret. Since his retirement from 
the State of New Jersey he enjoys  spoiling their cat Tiger, birding, cooking, reading and creating original beaded 
jewelry. He credits the late  Pastor George Landis for leading him into service of Deacon at Amwell.

Rev. Leon &  Lorraine Dillinger
C/O UFM International
Box 306
Bala-Cynwyd, PA 19004

Rev. &  Mrs. Edwin Martinez
C/O OC International
PO Box 36900
Colorado Spr ings, CO 80936

Rev. &  Mrs. Benjamin Meney
Box 87
Williamsburg, KY 40769

Mrs. Ruby Simek
Box 71
Ferguson, KY 42533

Word of L ife
Dave &  Jane Van 
Camp
5144 Lunn Rd.
Lakeland, FL 33803

Word of L ife
Dave Huizing
401 N. Howell Ave.
Riverhead, NY 11901
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Missionar ies' Rescue 

( ANS) -- Military sources earlier said that around 100 U.S. troops will be arriving in the Basilan Province 
of the Phillipines February  to train Filipino soldiers in fighting the Abu Sayyaf, a terrorist group operating 
in Basilan Province and are holding American missionary couple Martin and Gracia Burnham and Filipino 
nurse Deborah Yap. 

Armed Forces spokesman Gen. Edilberto Adan said the troops will not participate in combat operations 
against the ASG but will only be involved in intelligence gathering and training of Filipino soldiers.

The military officer said he pities the soldiers who are trying to rescue the hostages in  the Basilan 
Province because they have been there for almost eight months now and they were not able to spend time 
with their families during Christmas and New Year's Eve.

There were earlier reports that a Muslim policeman was acting as a negotiator with the ASG to release the 
hostages but this was halted when the military warned that they will arrest who ever is negotiating with the 
ASG.  Basilan policy is to never negociate with terrorists or kidnappers. 
 
Earlier, Army Major Amin Undog who has fought insurgents in the last 10 years told ASSIST News 
Service that he knew the ideology of the Abu Sayyaf very well: they  will never release any hostage unless 
ransom is paid.
 
�  2002 Assist News Service 
�  2002 Maranatha Christian News Service 
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Christian or  Kevin Emery  
   29 Timber East Dr ive 

      Apt 201 
      Lynchburg, VA 24502 

      804-237-8958 

 
L IBRARY NOTE: The Church has 

purchased a copy of  Fruit of the Vine: 
A History of the Brethren 1708-1995 

by Donald F. Durnbaugh
You are encouraged to learn about our Brethren 

Heritage.

In an emergency dial 911. In case you need 
help read 119! Psalm 119, that is!! 

Down in the mouth? You need a faith lift!!

SEEDS FROM THE SOWER 
by � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

A girl sat in the park picking the petals off a 
daisy. Her boyfriend walked up and asked, 

"Whatchadoin'?" She kept on picking off the 
petals, saying, "He loves me. He loves me not. 
He loves me!" "You love me!" she exclaimed as 

she picked oft the last petal. "Ah," he said, "I 
could have told you that." "Why didn't you?" 
she asked. Words are the sounds of your 

heart. You let others know what you think and 
feel for them. Our Lord said, "The mouth 

speaks what the heart is full of."  If there is 
love in your heart for your heavenly Father, 

your family and friends, tell them.
Let your heart speak!
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From the Recipe File of ...
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(This soup was a DELICIOUS HIT at the Soup Supper)

• 4 pounds bottom round roast - roasted rare and cut into one half inch cubes
• 3 pounds mushrooms - sliced and sautéed in olive oil and butter
• 2 1/2 cans of beef broth - 72.5 ounces (9 cups)
• 3 beef bouillon cubes
• 4 1/2 cups of water
• 3 stalks of celery (leaves on) - sliced thin
• 3 carrots - sliced thin
• 1 cup barley
• Fresh ground pepper, lemon pepper, garlic powder to taste
• Salt if needed

In 12 quart stock pot put in meat, carrots, celery. Add broth, bouillon, and water. Cook on low heat several 
hours (2-3). Add mushrooms and barley and simmer on  low until carrots and celery are tender. Refrigerate 
and resume simmering next day. Taste soup often and adjust seasoning to your  own preference.  Soup 
freezes well.                                   Mangiare!  Godere!  Buoa salute!

� � � � � � � � � � � � �  ! " # � $

(tune-Michael Row the Boat Ashore)

Jesus is a friend to me,
Hallelujah!
Better friend there could not be,
Hallelujah!
 
Died for me on Calvary,
Hallelujah!
Rose again to set me free,
Hallelujah!
 
Gives me joy and victory,
Hallelujah!
Now I live eternally,
Hallelujah

� % & ' ( ) ! * + (

(Tune-Jesus Loves Me)

Easter is a time of joy
For all people, girls and boys
Joyfully today we sing,
Jesus is our risen King.
 
Jesus is risen!
Yes, Jesus is risen!
Jesus is risen!
He lives in Heav'n on high.
 
Hear us as we sing Thy praise,
Happily our voices raise
Thank-you, Jesus for your love
And our home in Heav'n above.
 
Jesus is risen!
Yes, Jesus is risen!
Jesus is risen!
He lives in Heav'n on high.
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Par ishioner 's Potpour r i

FEBRUARY, 2002   
Morning Star Craft Group Meets Every Tuesday @ 9:30 AM

   Dessert & Bible Study Every Wednesday @ 7 PM
   Olympians and Teen Youth Group Meet Every Friday @ 7 PM
1-3 Camp Swatara Retreat
 7 Busy Bees @ 7:30 PM In The Annex
 9 Men's Prayer Breakfast @ 7:30 AM at Amwell Church of the 
Brethren
15-17 Married Couples Retreat/Seminar at Church
17 Mission Sunday
21 Thursday Noon Group @ 11 AM (Place TBA)
23  Men's Prayer Breakfast @ 7:30 AM at First Brethren Church 
(Sergeantsville)

MARCH, 2002
   Morning Star Craft Group Meets Every Tuesday @ 9:30 AM
   Dessert & Bible Study Every Wednesday @ 7 PM
   Olympians and Teen Youth Group Meet Every Friday @ 7 PM 
  3 Busy Bees @ 7:30 PM In The Annex
  9 Men's Prayer Breakfast @ 7:30 AM at Amwell Church of the Brethren
17 Mission Sunday
21 Thursday Noon Group @ 11 AM Place TBD
23  Men's Prayer Breakfast @ 7:30 AM at First Brethren Church (Sergeantsville)
29 Good Friday Service 7:00 PM
31 Easter Sunrise Service 6:00 AM,  (Breakfast following)
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TEEN  YOUTH    CONVENE  FRIDAYS

The Teen Youth Club meets every Friday evening 
from 7-9pm.  This season we will be holding our 
meeting at the Brethren Church in Sergeantsville.

 Our leadership team consists of about 4-6 
individuals who love the Lord and have a burden 
for the teens of this community.  Our teen program 
began in late September and will end in the middle 
of June, around the end of the school year.  The 
Teen Club is for grades 7 through 12.  

Our fellowship time consists of:

~ Games                            ~ Bible Lessons  
~Food/fellowship           ~ Music 

                                ~FUN!!!    
     The Teen Club also enjoys special outings added 
to their schedule, such as: video scavenger hunts, 
bowling, roller-skating, treasure hunts, and 
progressive dinners to name just a few.  We also 
have at least one fundraiser each year.  This year we 
hope to extend our hands into the community with 
some service projects.

     Amwell’s Teen Youth Club is an excellent 
opportunity to get to know other believers your age, 
study God’s word and grow in your faith.  All teens 
are welcome! Come and bring a friend or two!
  
     For more information about the Teen Youth Club 
contact Michele DiSalvio @ (908)-788-7002.
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Annual Women's Banquet 

Be sure to mark your calendar for our annual 
Women©s Banquet.

All women are invited (in fact 
ENCOURAGED)  to attend this wonderful 

time of  food, fun and fellowship .
This is a unique opportunity to be served by 

the men in your life! The price is minimal and 
will be announced when final costs  are 

calculated.
There usually is a fashion show, a few skits 

and some awards presented. You can bet there 
will many  laughs and a few tears.

John Caimano and Crew will be cooking and 
serving (AND CLEANING UP)  while the 
ladies  move from the annex to the sanctuary 

for songs, fellowship and special 
entertainment.

More details will be announced but do 
remember to reserve a space for yourself and 
a special lady  for the Women's Banquet  in 

May.
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 From The Pastor 's Pen 

(continued from page 1)
 

And then, there were the DRIVE BY VISITS! As people just 
drove up the driveway and past the front door, or came to the 
door just to say HELLO! We love you! But above all, there 

were the THOUSANDS of prayers from you and other 
Christians from Brooklyn, Staten Island, Long Island, 

Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Florida, Vermont, Maryland, Maine, 
Ohio, California and elsewhere. 

Thank you seems so inadequate compared to the outpouring of 
love, but I say as the Apostle Paul wrote: "I THANK MY GOD 
MAKING MENTION OF THEE ALWAYS IN MY PRAYERS" 

(Philemon 4) 
I told the doctor "I am completely at peace. I know everything is 

going according to God's Plan". In God's Plan I have some 
more time to serve Him, smile, hug people, and show the Love 
and Gospel of Jesus Christ. For THAT, I give Him PRAISE!!!

Psalm 28:7 has been my life verse for many years: "THE LORD 
IS MY STRENGTH AND MY SHIELD; MY HEART TRUSTED 

IN HIM AND I AM HELPED;THEREFORE MY HEART 
GREATLY REJOICETH ; AND WITH MY SONG I WILL 

PRAISE HIM"
�
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We are on the  Internet at:

_ ` ` a b c c d e d f e g h i j _ g k h ` l e f i

j m d c n d l e o o

The Church of the Brethren 
Website:
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We Sponsor the Ravi Zacharias
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"Let My  People Think" 
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 "Adventures in Odyssey "
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